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IN THE C.I .ATMS ' 

Please substitute the following claims for the same numbered claims in the application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of dynamically bidding, through a software agent, in 
online auctions accessible over a communications network, said method including the steps of: 
said agent initially receiving bidding-related information from a bidder; 
said agent initially selecting a plurality of auctions to place bids in, in accordance with 
said bidding-related information and tfee a current status of one or more auctions, and placing 
bids in said plurality of auctions; and 

said agent, on being outbid in an auction, itself determining, on the basis of said bidding- 
related information and the current status of one or more auctions, whether to place an additional 
bid and, if so, selecting an auction to place said additional bid in, and placing said additional bid 
in said selected auctions 

wherein said bidding-related information received from said bidder comprises includes 
one or mora constraints oc l o r^ d from th u group consist i ng u & 

sp e cified list of -m ctiono to w h ich the agent, without further rocourso to said bidd o t, 
should restrict participation in, 

specified limits o n the values of bido that can be pK i red by said agent, without further 
reoourao to said bidder, in various auotions; 

■ a specified limit n n th r> numbu u f simultaneous outstanding bid 3 that said a g c ju L . 
without further recourse to aoid bidder, oan have at an)- Um o, 

» iwriflod limit on th o cum of t ui U M of oU .hnultaue n uo l y outstanding bids that said 
a gft n t, without furthe r m n m mn to . id d lidJu, con h q wat any time; and 
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a specified limit on p total v,1ne of each hid in ~* ^ . trttal m _ 

from all a uctions; ^ nri 

a specified rule for determining at any time, whether said agent, without further recourse 
to said bidder, should place additional bids and, if so, in which auctions to place said additional 
bidsrr.11, wherein said spe cified 1-11^™™^^- 

selection of an auction for placing « hid in. whether initiall y or 0n hritw mthiA ky 
agent, is to be sucfi that a, curren t bidder surplus o f said bid is rnavi^jzed and nnn.n^ v fl 
wherefo said current bidder surpln? o f said hid compri ses an ***** of „ mQr , elarv vaW 
by said bidder to an item to be bid unon over a monetary value of said hid by said aoem , 

selection of an auction for p l acing a hid in. whether initially or on h ft i nf r outbid, hv said 

ag ent, is to be such that the current bidder notability of said hid j s maxima , 

negative, wherein said current bidder nrnfitahiliry o f sai d bid comp rises a ratio of «riH n,,^ 
bidder surplus to said monetary value of said hid bv said a^ ent 

2. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein one or more of the auctions in 
which said agent places bids are located at different online auction sites. 

3- (Original) The method according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the auctions in which 
said agent placed bids are scheduled to close for bidding at the same time. 

4. (Original) The method according to claim 3, wherein said auctions open for bidding at the 
same time. 
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5. (Canceled). 

6. (Cuirnitly Amended) The method according to claim, 1, wherein said speeifie^te 
inoludo sf 

s e lection of on m i nt in n for plating a bid in, vvh ith or initially o r o u b ni ng out b id, b y md 
-. gent, is to be suo h thnt the curre n t hi r ldnr m T T^ ^ ■ , . miir im iV ri nnr1 ^ ^ ^ 

w h orWn n id curre n t bidd er u npins of Paul bid rnm priac j a ai u m hi y v nlnr nmup u lo d H u m .ai d 
h i d and said specified limit on the valuo of Um bid, bidding-related inform^™ ^ 
from S3i<l bidder fhrther comprises anv of; a snecifie d list of auction* to which the sp ^nt, ni^,* 
further course to said bidder, sh ould restri c t par ticipation in: specified limits on the aim, nf 
bj ds that can be placed by said agent without turf hftr r e course to said bi dder, in virion* 
a specified limit on the number of simultanenns l y outstanding bids that said a^ent without 
fart her recourse to said bidder, can have at anv time: and a specified limit n n the sum of v»,l„^ *f 
all simultaneously outstanding bids that said agent, with o ut further remnr se to said hiAW „n 
have at any fi W| 

7. (Canceled). 

8. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim [[7]] 1, wherein said current bidder 
profitability of said bid is further required to be greater than a bidder-specified rninimum limit. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim ^or claim 7 L wherein: 
said auctions are ascending price auctions for selling to bidders; 
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said specified limits on the values of bids that can be placed by said agent comprise 
maximum allowable values; 

said specified limit on the sum of values of all simultaneously outstanding bids that said 
agent can have at any time comprises a maximum allowable value; and 

said current bidder surplus for a bid is computed by said agent by subtraction of a 
new computed bid value from the maximum allowable bid value specified by the bidder, for a 
particular auction. 



1 0. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 6 or claim 7 1, wherein: 
said auctions are descending price auctions for purchasing from bidders; 
said specified limits on the values of bids that can be placed by said agent comprise 

minimum allowable values; and 

said current bidder surplus for a bid is computed by said agent by subtraction of a 

minimum allowable bid value specified by the bidder from a new computed bid value, for a 

particular auction. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of conducting online auctions, said method including the 
steps of arranging offerings for auction in one or more selected groups; 

constraining all of said auctions within the same group from said one or more selected 
groups to close for bidding simultaneously; and 

soliciting bids in one or more of said auctions by software agents representing bidders, 
said software agents determining at any time, on the basis of bidding-related information input by 
a bidder and the a current status of one or more auctions, whether to place an additional bid and 
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if so, selecting the auction to place the bid in and placing the bid in said selected auction, 

wherein said bidding-related information received from said bidder comprise, includes 

o ne? or moro cons t rainto selected from Uio group oonsioting of . 

a spooifiod list of auctions to ^ I ,i nh the agant, without further recourse to paid bid d ^ 
should rcjtrict u oi l iuipation in; 

s pecified limits on the values of bids that can be placed by paid agent, without ft utJj t c t 
recourse to said bidder, in various auctions; 

a specified limit on tho number of simultaneously outstanding bids that said agent, - 
without furth e r recours e to said bidder, can hav e at any time; - 

specified limit on tho sum nfvnW r . f -,n n;„ , „n , n o mn 1 y m it rt n na ^ £ bi d; tki u u id 
agent, without further recourse to said bidder, can have at any time; aad 

a specified limit on a total value of e ach bid in each auction and a totel vahiR of all bids 
from all auctions: and 

a specified rule for determining at any time, whether said agent, without further recourse 
to said bidder, should place additional bids and, if so, in which auctions to place said additional 
bidsfMI , wherein said specified rule comprises; 

selection of an auction for placing a bid in. whP t her initially or n ra being outbid, hv m m 
asenl, js to he snob that the current bidder surplus of m m m is maximi^d non-ne^W , 
wherein said current biddgr surplus of said bid cnmp rkp ff a t ^tary vain* ro uted fan, «,m 
bid value and said specified l imit on the value of the hid 1 W 

select of an auction for Placing a bid in. w i ther initially or on being outbid hy ™h 
agent, is to fre such that the current bidder profitability of .a id hid is n^vimi^ r * — 
negative, wherein .aid current bidder profitability of said bin ™^ Ae TBtin nf a mn ^ r 
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value computed from .aid bid value and said Bwri , „„ „., u e of the WH fn CB .„ U:A 

value. 



12. (Currently Amended) A system for dynamical bidding, through a software agem, in 
online auctions accessible over a communications network, including: 

means for inputting bidding-related information from a bidder; and supporting said agent, 
wherein said agent initially selects a plurality of auctions to place bids in, in accordance with said 
bidding-related information and the a current status of one or more auctions, and places bids in 
said plurality of auctions; 

said agent, on being outbid in an auction, itself determines, on the basis of said 
bidding-related information and the current status of one or more auctions, whether to place an 
additional bid, and, if so, selects an auction to place said additional bid in, and places said 
additional bid in said selected auction 

wherein said bidding-related information received from said bidder comprises inc l ud e 
one or more constraints selec t ed from Um group conaijtiug u £ 

ifrspocifiod Ifot Of Miction!] to nftirT, thn ifrnnt ^fl^rt f„ | n „ r r rrn T inc tQ ri ig b ill Ju > 

s hould rootriot participation in ? 

specified limito on the? values nf hide tW m„ 1- , r i™^ ^ i ri M njm ll1t h |j u l fu Uku 
recouroo to paid bidder, in vnriouj aucU o nj, 

a spooifiod limit on tho number of simultaneous l y n nttfn mli ua bijj, J im oiiid 
w ithout further rocouroo to paid biddor, can havo at any t i mo. 

n Tp ori ficd limit on the sum u f v olu^ n f n il oimultu i i or nHy miffloudim . bids that ^UJ 
agent, without further rcooum? to paid bidder, can have at any timo; ob4 
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specified limit on fl total value of e,ch hid in each , rin , - ^ )|f 1|m 

from all au ctions- and 

a specified rule for determining at any time, whether said agent, without further recourse 
to said bidder, should place additional bids and, if so, in which auctions to place said additional 
MdsTf.n. wherein said sp ecified rule comprises? 

selection of an auction for pl*w a hid in. whetW in,-„, „ v or ori ^ A , 1t1 ^ Uy ^ 

agent, is to be such that the current biddfr surplus of said hid maxima ^ 

wherein said current bidder surplus of said hid comprises „ vahie ftf>mr ,^ ^ ^ 

bid value and said Specif y limit on the value of the hid aij d 

selection of an auction for placing a bid in. whether init ially or on h^ p outbid _ hv m m 
agent, is to be such that the current bidder profitability o f said hl - d ^ mavimjzed ^ nnn _ 
negative, wherein said current bidder nrofitahilitv of M d COmnrig . g th« ^ 0 of a 
value computed from said bid value and said specified limit o n the vain* .ft^ bid to s»id hid 
value. 

13. (Original) The system according to claim 12, wherein one or more of the auctions in 
which said agent places bids are located at different online auction sites. 

14. (Original) The system according to claim 12orclaim 13, wherein the auctions in which 
said agent places bids are scheduled to close bidding at the same time. 

1 5. (Original) The system according to claim 14, wherein said auctions open for bidding at 
the same time. 
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16. (Canceled). 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 12, wherein said rpcoificdruU 
includes; 

seleotibn of on auction for plarinp n hi A ™ i~^\ ] y nT nn h rm£ 0UtbI J> hy ^ 

agent, io to be such that the current hiddnr mrptur „f ^ \, mm ri m ir rd a n d n o n nog jUv ^ 
wherein said curront bidder surplus of said bid comprises a m o mrtmy value oomputod from saM 
bid value and said specified limit on the value of the bid, bidding-related information receive 
from Said bidder further comprises anv of : a. specified list of auctions tn which the agent with™,* 
further recourse to said bidder, should restrict participatio n , in: specified limits on the valug* nf 
bids that can be Placed by said agent without further recou p to said bidder, i n variom mkstW; 
a specified limit on the number of simulta n eously outstanding bids that said agent, without 
further recourse to said bidder, can have at anv time: and a sp ecified limit on the sum of vaht*« 
all simultaneously outstanding bids that said a» ent. without fisher recourse tn said bidder, ran 
have at anv time. 

18. (Canceled). 

19. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim [[1 8J] 12, wherein said current 
bidder profitability of said bid is further required to be greater than a bidder-specified minimum 
limit. 
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20. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim -17 or claim 18 12, wherein: 

said auctions are ascending price auctions for selling to bidders; 

said specified limits on the values of bids that can be placed by said agent comprise 1 5 
maximum allowable values; 

said specified limit on the sum of values of all simultaneously outstanding bids that said 
agent can have at any time comprises a maximum allowable value; and 

said current bidder surplus for a bid is computed by said agent by subtraction of a new 
computed bid value from the maximum allowable bid value specified by the bidder, for a 
particular auction. 

21. Currently Amended) The system according to claim -17 or olaim 1 8 12, wherein: 

said auctions are descending price auctions for purchasing from bidders; said specified 
limits on the values of bids that can be placed by said agent comprise minimum allowable values; 
and 

said current bidder surplus for a bid is computed by said agent by subtraction of a 
minimum allowable bid value specified by the bidder from a new computed bid value, for a 
particular auction. 

22. (Currently Amended) A system for conducting online auctions, including: 

computing means for arranging offerings for auction in one or more selected groups; 
computing means for constraining all of said auctions within the same group from the 
said one or more selected groups to close for bidding simultaneously; and computing means for 
soliciting bids in one or more of said auctions by software agents representing bidders, said 
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software agents detaining at any time, on the basis ofbidding-xelatediafo.nationi.put by a 
bidder andtfeeacurrent status of one or more auction,, wither to place an additional bid and, if 
so, selecting the auction to place the bid in and placing the bid in said selected auction 

wherein said bidding-related information received from said bidder comprises deludes 
o n e n r more conjt i ajuL u'leotod from th n croup confl ict ing 0 £ 

ft ^ RifinriTr rt of j , I. i , T. ,,,, „♦,„„•♦*■ , r „ , , .r rn n nr to ;j id liJd u i, 

should restrict participation in, 

^rifind limit ; ou thu , ol n^ of bid, that bo placed hy . aid n S nn t, ^itfao u t f uiU i u 
r e courao to said bidder, in various auctions? 

a specified limit on the numhor nf n^n^^iy ^^ ndi n c M J - ^ 
without furth e r rooourso to said bidder, can have at any timo, 

a spooificd limit on the sum nf Wnnr nf ^ii r.-m» i* nT I „ nni1y m l f 1t nndi , l fl Lj jL J ul , m 
agent, without further . i-u.mirrr. tn nn?rt hH'W rn n Iuitc at a ny tuna, iiUJ 

^ specified limit on a total value of each bid in each a ,,nti o n and atntal v»1.,p „f a it 
from all auctions: and 

a specified rule for determining at any time, whether said agent, without further recourse 
to said bidder, should place additional bids and, if so, in which auctions to place said additional 
bidsff.11. wherein said spe cified rule Mmp ri^c- 

selection of an auction for placing a bid in. whether initially ^ „ n being onthH K y 

agent, is to be such that the current bidde r surplus of said hid is maxmn ^ * nA + r 

wherein said purrent bidder surplus of said bid comnri^ „ notary vh M 
bid value and said sneHJ W Hmit on the-, value of the hid ™A 
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Mi l computed m W T^uli W sp coi ^ n, th e ^. ^ ,„ ^ 



value. 



23. (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising a computer readable 
medium having a computer program recorded therein for dynamically bidding, through a 
software agent, in online auctions accessibl e over a communications network, said computer 
program including: 

computer program code means for said agent initially to receive bidding-related 
information from a bidder; 

computer program code means for said agent to initially select a plurality of auctions to 
Place bids in, in accordance with said bidding-elated information and the current status of one or 
more auctions, and to place bids in said plurality of auctions; and 

computer program code means for said agent, on being outbid in one or more auctions, 
itself to determine, on the basis of said bidding-related information and the current status of one 
or more auctions, whether to place an additional bid and, if so, to select an auction to place said 
additional bid in, and to place said additional bid in said selected auction 

wherein said bidding-related information received from said bidder comprise. meU4es 
ene ormoro comfr n ints wla cU irl from the group consisthig u f, 

rw -ppnifinH ftr r n f cm. i.m ul lu uhi nh ft p o gom, t ,ia t u u t tnrrhr, , , u h i dd u . 

should restrict participation in; 
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T- rfflP d limit, u a U J n v i hi r v of b i d. Q u i rn n hn p ho ed t ) ,au ] with ou t fm Q j u 
recour se to t i aid bidder, i n various aucli u m ,, 

a ip ^ri fi r- d l i mit on tU u numbor of aimultoncm i^ y outstanding bids that said ag ent,- 
without furthrr recourse to paid bidder, r n n hgvo at any t i m e, 

tHpecifiod limit on tho sum of nduoo of all Jimil fnn OOUO iy pudding bids thai *H 
agent, without further rocours r fn -r nir f bidde r ^ u uilhum a t any time; and 

^specified limit on a total value of each hi d in each aucti^ and a total value of all bids 
from all auctions: and 

a specified rule for determining at any time, whether said agent, without further recourse . 
to said bidder, should place additional bids and, if so, in which auctions to place said additional 
bidsir.ll . wherein said specified rule comprises: 

.selection of an auction for placing a bid in. whet her initially or on being outbid, h Y g*,d 
agent, j s to be such that the current bidder surnlns of said bid is m aximized and n on-negative, 
w herein said current bidder surpl us of said b id c om prises a monetary value comp ute <frm „m 
bid value and said specifi ed limit on the value of the bid, an d 

selection of an auction for placing a bid in. w hether initially Qr on hein< 7 outbid, bv said 
a gent is to be such that the current bidder p rofita bility of said bid is maximized. *md nnw . 
negative, wherein said current bidder profitability n f said bid comnrises the ratio «f « m„^ t aTy 
value computed from said bid value and said s pecified limit < mi the value nf the bid to said hid 
value. 

24. (Original) The computer program product according to claim 23, wherein one or more of 
the auctions in which said agent places bids are located at different online auction sites. 
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25. (Original) lie computer program product according to claim 23 or claim24, the auctions 
in which said agent places bids an, scheduled to close for bidding at the same time. 

26. (Original) The computer program product according to claim 25 9 wherein said auctions 
open for bidding at the same time. 

27. (Canceled). 

28. (Currently Amended) The computer program product according to claim 23, wherein said 
specified rulo includes: 

" dron'on of an au n i u n for placing a bi d in trhnthrr faiti.n ; , j . r i nc 0U tb M> h y ^ 

qm is to bo su rh that the t u iiu U Ud d or surplus of ^ h id in ma x imLuU and non am ativ e, 

Mfowoadw i mt bidder sui u U o f ^ hi r l rr i ,^^ T ,. n ,... m p u f d H um ^ jj 

h id v nl im nnrt ml , ifi.,, 1 }Ml u u U i o voluo of the bid. biddins-rel^ fafW^ 

frpn, said bidder farmer comprise s H i, Y of: a spec ified list of auction, tn ^.Vh t h e ^ ^ tW 

f urther recourse to said bidder, should strict partition fa- n ^fied Imrim ™ * a ^ 

bids that can be p la ced by said a P ent without farther remnre to said maw fa 

a specified limit PQ the number of simu ltaneously outsta nding bid. tW gn j d ^ 

further recourse to said bidder, can have at anv time: and , ^ W limit Qn thft Mlfn „ f vgWg nf 

all simultaneously outstandinp bids that said agent witho ut farther re.^ to said bidder, 
have at anv tim» 
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29. (Canceled). 

30. (Currently Amended) The computer program product according to claim [[29]] 23, 
wherein said current bidder profitability of said bid is further required to be greater than a bidder- 
Specified minimum limit 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer program according to claim °3 or claim 2? 21 
wherein: 

said auctions are ascending price auctions for selling to bidders; 
said specified limits on the values of'bids that can be placed by said agent comprise 
maximum allowable values; 

said specified limit on the sum of values of all simultaneously outstanding bids that said 
agent can have at any time comprises a maximum allowable value; and 

said current bidder surplus for a bid is computed by said agent by subtraction of a 
new computed bid value from the maximum allowable bid value specified by the bidder, for a 
particular auction. 

32. (Currently Amended) The computer program according to claim 28 or oloini29 23, 
wherein: 

said auctions are descending price auctions for purchasing from bidders; 
said specified limits on the values of bids that can be placed by said agent comprise 
minimum allowable values; and 

said current bidder surplus for a bid is computed by said agent by subtraction of a 
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rnintam alto™.* bid val„ e spcoffled by th. bidder fiom a „«w compufcd bid vaiue, fcr a 

particular auction. 



33 . (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising a computer readable 
medium having a computer program recorded therein for conducting online auctions, said 
computer program including: 

computer program code means for arranging offerings for auction in one or more 
selected groups; 

computer program code means for constraining all of said auctions within the same group 
from said one or more selected groups to close for bidding simultaneously; and 

computer program code means for soliciting bids in one or more of said auctions by 
software agents representing bidders, said software agents determining at any time, on the basis 
of bidding-related information input by a bidder and the current status of one or more auctions, 
whether to place an additional bid and, if so, selecting the auction to place the bid in and placing 
the bid in said selected auction 

wherein said bidding-related information received from said bidder comprises includes 
ene or mom enn^tmintn mlrw^ frr-m t hr j^ m ip conEiq iini uf. 

n specified list o f mict ion s to w h i g , f r ,n i gont, mt l i u u t fn rt rrr mr uui,c tu Ja id b idden 
s hould r e strict participation In , 

fpwifinrt limit, on th , valu e s of bi d, t k u can be p l ac e d by ,ui d ^ without f mt h oi 
recourse to said bidder, in various auction^ 

1 Tufted limit o n t h o nurnLu o f .i mul tmcoutlj u u L ^t nndin g h id , Uu l „ uid o^ u i, 
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w p o cifiod lim i t on tho sum of valuer o f n il fl i multa n ^iy n,^ ni ; nc b id - ^ ^ 
agent, without further mr-nii™ tn hi^^ r nnn h n v n n t o ny t im e, j uJ 

a specified limit on a total value of each hid in each ^ gn d a tota i Vahlft rtf a11 ^ 0 
from all auctions; and 

a specified rule for determining at any time, whether said agent, without further recourse 
to said bidder, should place additional bids and, if so, in which auctions to place said additional 
bidsrr.11. wherein said s pecified rule comprises: 

selection of an auction for plac in g a bid in. whether initially or on hrfn p outbid, hv said 
agent, is to be such that the current bidder surp l us of said hid i« rnaximized and n on. n a ri W| 
wherein said current bidder surplus of said hid up rises a mn™t aT y ^ ue cnmp nt^ fr™, 
bi d value and said spa ced limit on the value of the bid, and 

selection of an auction for placing a hid in. whether initia lly or on hrinp 0ut bid. hv said 
agent, is to be such that the current bidder wnfitah iKy of said hid is maximized, and ™„_ 
negative, wherein said current bidder profitability of gg j d bid comnri^ th e ratio of, 
value computed from said bid value and said limit nn the of the hid tn ^ ^ 

value. 
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